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Here it is the last week of March, Easter
was last Sunday. Spring is just around
:l 1 the corner even though we are
l experiencing night temps in the low 20s.
It is just the “Lull before the Storm”

We used to say this business was
“boring”; price of Potash might go up
$5-$10 over the winter months, corn
prices were flat, phosphate prices moved

in a very predictable way, but not

anymore. Last month, India purchased 1
Mil tons of phosphates for 2008 and set
prices climbing ever since. With the US

$ where it is, our commodities are
fetching record prices in the world
market. Potash prices have doubled in

increases. We need to be aware of what
is happening here in our market as well
as in other parts of the world. These are
not boring times.

NYSABA has been busy since the

A Word from the President... Jeff Cassim

SoinsV/

Association has signed on five Dealer members with
Asmark Institute. Asmark will be maintaining their DOT
Driver Files and OSHA training records along with
many other services. This as a big “burden reliever” for
the dealer. If you ever have an Audit, let’s hope you
don’t, you don’t have to wonder “where are those
records” They are all maintained at Asmark. Incomplete
Driver Files are a common “Defect” in an audit.

Your NYSABA Board has confirmed intentions to begin
an annual collection of High Density Polyethylene
(HDPE) single-use plastic ag containers up to 55 gallon
drums. We hope to do the first collection this fall with
the cooperation of the Ag Container Recycling Council
(ACRC). Details will be forth coming, but it looks very
positive that we will have a program in New York with
collection at Dealer Sites in 2008. Stay tuned.

Thanks for your support to NYSABA. “Together We
can Do More.”

°
Annual meeting in January. Your
—%

Name:

NYSABA BBQ
July 16, 2008- 2008 Annual Musgrave Farm Weed Day and NYSABA BBQ

The BBQ is open to all on a pre-order basis. Tickets are $12 by pre-order or $15 at the door on
a limited, first-come, first-served basis. Make checks out to: NYSABA, and send to PO Box

268, Macedon, NY 14502. Order today!

Company:

N
—
g g the last year as world demand for food

Number of BBQ’s: x$12 =

Total Due = $




Membership Services Survey

How can NYSABA be more valuable to your business? By offering membership services, like the annual membership directory,
our affiliation with the Asmark Institute and our upcoming annual ag plastic collection.

Now, we’d like your opinion on what membership services would be valuable to your business. Please help in completing the
following survey, and return by fax (315) 986-8534 or US Post PO Box 268, Macedon, NY 14502.

Please rate the following items from 1 — 5. 1 = highest value 5 = no value/interest.

Also, please add your comments and additional service ideas.

Circle one
Travel discounts 1 2 3 4 5
Comments:
Vehicle purchase discounts 1 2 3 4 5
Comments:
Comments:
Group electricity buying 1 2 3 4 5
Comments:
Group health insurance 1 2 3 4 5
Comments:
General insurance 1 2 3 4 5
Comments:
Fuel discounts 1 2 3 4 5
Who is your current fuel supplier?
Comments:
Defensive driving course 1 2 3 4 5
Comments:
Management/professional training course 1 2 3 4 5
Specific subject ideas?
Applicator Training 1 2 3 4 5
Other purchase discounts 1 2 3 4 5
What?
Comments:

Other ideas?




Springtime at NYSABA....by NYSABA Administrator Jeanette Marvin

Spring has a firm hold on your NYSABA office. The
signs are everywhere. The Executive Board is no longer
available to answer their phones. Email starts to back up
in the mailbox as dealers hit the fields, and there’s a trail
of mud leading from the front door.

Membership Services

On the previous page, Rod Porter, your immediate past
president, has asked members to share what additional
membership services they would be interested. Please
take the time to fill out and return this survey. Adding
membership services is a firm commitment on the part
of your 2008 Board of Directors.

Two years ago, we started printing an annual
membership directory. Although it wasn’t meant to be
annual then, this service was so well received that we are
now in year three of printing. Ad space is available.
Check out the order form later in this newsletter.

Last year, we formed an alliance with Asmark Institute
to offer federal regulatory compliance services. Again, a
home run. Last fall, incoming president Jeff Cassim
believed so strongly in the value of this service that he
put his company forth as the first to join Asmark. That’s
a decision he says that has paid off. This spring, I've
already signed up four more dealers, including one that
joined NYSABA just to be eligible to participate. Are
your driver files complete? Are you filling out all the
forms the feds require? Do your employees have the
safety training to save lives in a worst-case scenario?
Not sure? Give the NYSABA office a call and we’ll talk
about the Asmark program.

This fall, NYSABA plans to offer our first ever ag
plastic recycling collection for dealer level and above
members. Letters went out to those members last week,
explaining the requirements and taking orders for super
sac plastic bags to store recyclables in until the
collection date.

Each year, a collector will pass through New York
visiting NYSABA sites. He will accept High Density
Polyethylene (HDPE) plastic containers embossed with
the recycling symbol number 2. These containers can

range in size up to 55 gallon drums. The containers need
to be triple-rinsed with caps and metal parts removed.
The containers are to be stored in the super sacs. For
more information, call the NYSABA office.

Finances

NYSABA finances continue to strengthen. In this
newsletter, read the annual compilation report with
comparison to the previous tax year.

Legislative

On March 26, NYSABA visited the State DEC offices to
discuss upcoming federal Ag Containment/ Container
regulations. NYS DEC has asked NYSABA to help
develop NY’s response to this issue.

The issue at hand is mini-bulk containers; how they’re
tracked, cleaned, and/or refilled. The key requirement is
recordkeeping. The federal requirement does not go into
effect until 2011. But DEC’s Maureen Serafini warns
NYSABA members not to be lulled. She asks NYSABA
members to be pro-active.

DEC would like: examples of current written dealer or
manufacturer protocols on cleaning and inspection of
mini-bulks. DEC anticipates a future with mini-bulk
maintenance files kept on-site and mini-bulk inspections.
If you have an opinion on this, call or email our offices
to join the action.

I'll close by quoting my favorite Empire Tractor sign, “I
always wondered why somebody didn’t do something.
Then I realized I was somebody.”




Regulatory Watch
Information provided by Anthony C.
Lamanno, Chief, Pesticide Compliance
Section- NYS DEC

1- Do I have to have a description of
contents mounted on the side of my
applicator tank?

The answer is YES.

ECL Section 33-1301(1l) requires that
"alternative containers" or "service
containers" be labeled with specific
information to identify the pesticide in
the container. Information on this can
be found on the Department's website in
the Questions and Answers Regarding New
York State Pesticides Program section,
which can be found at
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8532.html#

CONTAINERS.

Acceptable mounting includes: laminated
sleeve, a mounted tube or even a peanut
butter jar.

2- If I carry the Asmark book of
labels does that meet NY regs?

NO
I think the applicator manual is a great
idea, but in order for the applicator to
be in compliance with the New York State
Environmental Conservation Law and the
regulations associated with it, the
labels must be the New York State
accepted labels for the pesticides. Many
times a specimen label will not match the
label accepted in New York. I would be
concerned that the applicators may be out
of compliance if they are using specimen
labels to meet the New York State Label
requirements.
Environmental Conservation Law (ECL)
Section 33-0905(5) requires that a copy
of the pesticide label be given to the
occupants of a dwelling on any property
where an application is taking place and
that the applicator possess a copy of the
label during application. The label that
must be used is the New York State
accepted label, which may be different
than a specimen label. Labels are
available at the Pesticide Product,
Ingredient & and Manufacturer System
(PIMS) website, under NYS PIMS Current
Products. The PIMS website can be found
at
http://magritte.psur.cornell.edu/pims.
If you have a regulatory question, call
NYSABA, (315) 986-9320.

Calendar of Events

July 16- NYSABA BBQ at Aurora Weed Day. Pre-
order tickets $12. Send in your ticket request today.

Dec 9-11- CCA Dec. Training at Waterloo,
Holiday Inn. Over 15 CCA credits available.

Jan. 6, 2009- NYSABA Annual Meeting up to 9
CCA credits available.

CCA Corner;

How do I get credits?

Certified Crop Advisers is a program administered by
NYSABA in the Northeast and belonging to the Agronomy
Society of America.

Certified Crop Advisers (CCAs) must pass a rigorous exam,
and maintain 40 credit hours of continuing education every
two years.

Where do the credits come from?

1-You can self-report a meeting that covers crop
management, nutrient management, soil and water or pest
management or other professional issues online at the
Agronomy website www.certifiedcropadviser.org. Any
meeting where they don’t already offer points may be worth a
few.

2-You can attend a meeting where points are offered.
Remember to sign in and out. Hey dealers! You’re meetings
are worth points. Email on how to apply for advance points
and get a sign in. It’s not that hard.

3-You can complete self-study tests online for points,
also at www.certifiedcropadviser.org.

Remember to check your account to make sure you are
maintaining the required 40. If you think you’re running short,
give us a call in November and we’ll find what you need. 315-
986-9320- JFM



NYSABA Membership Directory

Ad Space Available

This summer we will again be publishing a
membership directory. The goal of this project is to
increase networking opportunities among our
members.

Advertising is what makes this program happen.

-Ad Prices and Sizes-

: Full Page- 3.75 x 8.5- $250

| Half Page- 3.75 x 4.25-  $125
Quarter Page,

 Business card-3.75x2-  $50
Pages available-

Inside Cover, Inside page 1, inside centerfold-left,
inside centerfold-right, back inside cover, back
inside last page.

Spaces available first-come, first-served. Back
cover already sold. To make sure you get the space
you want, call Jeanette Marvin (315) 986-9320.

: Deadline is June 1, 2008.

Advertisers must send their ad in pdf format to

: jmarvin @rochester.rr.com with their desired section :

: preference and ad size.

Annual Meeting Committee

Bill Dowling, 2008 NYSABA vice president, is
looking for a few good members to join him in
planning the 2009 Annual Meeting.

‘What should the theme be?
Speakers?
Topics?

Contact Jeanette Marvin with your ideas or
willingness to join. Committee meets mostly by
email. Maybe once by teleconference.

jmarvin @rochester.rr.com

NYSABA
PO Box 268

Macedon, NY 14502

T. 315.986.9320

F. 315.986.8534

Contact:
Jeanette Marvin, Administrator

jmarvin @rochester.rr.com




